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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANILA 05500 061022Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 
ICAE-00 INRE-00 HA-05 TRSE-00 AID-05 /060 W 

013621 061027Z/23 

O 060955Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4012 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 5500 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, RP 

SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE ELECTIONS: U.S. PUBLIC POSTURE 

REF: MANILA 5323 

1 . REFTEL PRESENTS OUR ESTIMATE MARCOS WILL LIKELY RESORT TO 
MAJOR FRAUD AND MANIPULATION TO ASSURE KBL SWEEP IN METRO MANILA 
ELECTIONS. WE EXPECT REACTIVE OUTCRY BY OPPOSITION TO BE PICKED 

UP BY NUMBER OF FOREIGN PRESS GATHERING HERE. THIS MESSAGE 
FOCUSES ON MOST APPROPRIATE U.S. PUBLIC POSTURE IN WAKE OF 
ELECTIONS. 

2. IT MAY TAKE FEW DAYS. GIVEN EMBASSY'S CURRENT LOW-POSTURE 
PERSPECTIVE, ADEQUATELY TO ANALYZE ELECTION RESULTS AND SCOPE 
OF FAVOR AND FRAUD IN ELECTORAL PROCESS. DURING THAT TIME, WE 
BELIEVE DEPARTMENT SHOULD AVOID ANY OFFICIAL REACTION AND 
DECLINE ANSWER QUESTIONS, NOTING LACK OF ADEQUATE/FULL INFOR- 
MATION. 

3. ALSO IN LONGER RUN, WE WOULD HOPE THAT DEPARTMENT WILL 
FIND IT POSSIBLE TO AVOID SUBSTANTIVE, ATTRIBUTED COMMENT SINCE 
ALMOST ANY CRITICISM OF ELECTION PROCESS OR OUTCOME WOULD LIKELY 
EVOKE SHARP GOP REACTION IN VEIN OF THAT FOLLOWING PRESS 
SPOKESMAN'S ' DISTURBING 1 ' NOTE ON AQUINO DEATH SENTENCING 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MANILA 05500 061022Z 

LAST NOVEMBER. OTHER HAND. UNLESS RESULT MUCH DIFFERENT 
THAN ANTICIPATED, ALMOST ANY EFFORT TO DEFINE AND EMPHASIZE 
THE POSITIVE IN THE ELECTION WOULD LIKELY BE SUSPECT AS 
NAIVE OR PARTISAN. 

4. IF DEPARTMENT FACED AT ANY TIME WITH PRESS QUESTIONS 
LINKED TO CHARGES OF U.S. INTEREFERENCE IN ELECTION, WE 
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BELIEVE DEPARTMENT SHOULD MAKE POINT CLEARLY THAT SUCH 
CHARGES ARE UNFOUNDED. 

5. FOR OUR PART ONLY DESIGNATED SENIOR EMBOFFS ARE 
BRIEFING FOREIGN JOURNALISTS AND THEN ONLY ON IF ASKED 
AND BACKGROUND BASIS, DRAWING ON REFTEL. WE PLAN TO 
REPEAT NO ATTRIBUTED SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT AFTER ELECTIONS. 

6. WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS. 

STULL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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